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Oplrcrtunitles for
lrerrbers Lo develop
tlreir ekills hae
alwaye been
prcnrj.nerrt in club
l-rip prograrrres.
This emphasis
continues in the
cotning nrcnLhs.

IIEMtrMBER
l'le. rvho is not lrrepnre<l to-tln1,, nill bc lecrto.to.tnorrow. (t.)ui rron csl. lrodis, cral rninus
ngrtus crit.)

Qvro, Rcmedionut Amorlt, l. j,l.

I llo't,ltRn ?

n

tfirnl on lr)unl tcl orr l:lre
trtp.to a srnall gr:otrp
I rr f I rra s untry *"r ilr.i ,elranEed. . . ,

water. F:tvp sea ftayaIi.sLs orr n dnyof lglnrrds ott Lhe coast, tracl sbarLedbut now t,lre sl LunLiorr f ,rJ i"piJiy

otiret tr.ro,ere sutgi. lrg torwartl orr f:he Iace ottlr a eorrple of uel lltlrn"ri -rr-,i,ri"".trokes
I lqlrl: tradrlle corrtrol wiLh a ;f ;i_,r' rurlder wtrichcottrse.

Welcome to a].l new. i
members,who wiII tol- 

|

'r.e group lrad begun two hours earl ier f rorn ,re boat ramp*ltlr a vas*e brtetlns ir;;-i1.,.-[;ip lea<ler as Lo what hellarl pl attne<l , 'Ihe groltp uere rrnknown to enclr oi:ller a1deR9,: e),?s sear:ehecl oLher peoples boat" i..;;;'clue aBl:o ,'nt t'ey alroula pooti-fIi-[f,""a"y. Hltlrout any helpIortheorrrlne btrey tooL to Ii,; ;;["l:. . . .

It Llre b"y tlre l:.rnrorl rernxerl a lrtLle as L.e warnr daynnrl t lre r-ol I o[ 1l: helrrg ii;;iiy..",r Llre waLer prslslpIed('nHunI eorrversntJorr. Rourrrlrrg Irre rrenrllnrrrl n.<l srgrrtrrrgtlro srrrnl I grolrp ,t J..qt",,J"-[iiu-""" 
"tate eha,ged as ilreettrte,t wna eteeFerred.og"ini-t -ti,e 

"f t_et,orle"wiiJ.'sy rro,tr'ro Fnd(lr er:n Herc a.rnlt" ,iru".r-oi tr,. resL lreacl{rrg tor Lrrelor: J zorr, tle or.lrer I ;;; -";;;;i.;;.j";..,;;;.;=;;iI, 
rrnar,,,t.t trerd Lo aray uprr;i,[ l;,"Ii,;'i,is awelt.

Eaelr 3rpsclou ereF qrrlcltll, reti leetlns orr- wlral: Llrey lrad lenrntnlttee t:he rlny recerril y'*i,"ii' ti,"y"i,41,r 5.uqlrr, Iiiir]"slIrry' , ren knyaks, rJl:l rrgirrs Lo ii;t; ilttle l<rrowletlqe Urey pul:\#lr' 
^eaclgr 

rror'rrr whr i"["ti"r.',"r.rrnl,, were .qurg"ii orr" o,ryarrrl Llre rr.xt w*r. enerr o,r.."n"iri wave. irolrrr clrsLressedarrd settlns verv tr rua ai,j-";ie';"" now 400rn berrind, .

* l leave yotr to rnake yotrt own conclusions
llnlll( siln I lu,'t'()N A(,r, . sliN l()ll I N!j'l lluC'l,oll

receive a current club
contact J.ist together
with notice of the
next meeting.
Use of thej list,along
with participation in
programned trips
increases'tne chance
of meeting other
paddlers of simiJ.ar
interests,needs and
abilities. Hope to
see you on the water-
safe and enjoyable
paddling to aJ.J..

Ray Abrahal.l
President

C.Lub trolning
Palm tseoch

:lgi''...

Up alrearl l.lre
eaclr r.rave r.rI
fnllnuerl by
Itel'L t. lrerrr orr
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f'.0, llox A104b Syclney South, NSW 2000

i'lt*

,Irr Llre rrrirlrl le group Iirst. orreI t_ l,as a conLagious dlsease

'l'lre -i.rrevi tahl o lrappel1p6l, . . . rpaddler eaFsised, anrl as lItlle ol:lrer soolr [ollowecl.... .

..i - "'t:t' t,, u.alq:=-*-- J
....,r, jF.i'rr;-t..-..

'lr.G'h>E '^_'.
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Revival of a lost art or a new technique ??No, iust a mild case of "boat natt*i"-^i,
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TRAINING AND ASSBSSMENT WEEKENDS

(Marked * on Trip Calendar)

AUSTRATIAN CANOE TEDBRATION SEA PROFICIBNCY ( KAYAK

AWARD SCIIEI{E

Cl.ub training day
Gunnamatta Bay

wlln'l' rs. r1: -ABO-U-L ?

'rhe a,ar<l selreurn i s ee,trerl ar.orrn<l a progressive I ogical
sequerrcre of teehrri.ques. 'tlris errables more.shiIls to bebrrilL rrporr skJll.c alreacly learrrt e so build up a very highIevel oI conrpetetlce.

It Js also an oppor:tu:rity fcr the rnarry exFeriencetlpad<llers already in the club to conLinue to teach and passorr their very valrrable knowledge to ilre ress experienced.
'I'lre sllA PRoFIcIEIcy 

^''nltD 
is a national I y recognlsedstanclard of alrorr'd_kayaking ability involving-a-knowledgeand_understanding of seamanship, technicat sXit is, andself sutfieie.cy as a safe mernL.r of a touring-pirty onthe sea under the guidance of a eompetent leaiei.(see.syllabus)

Tlrese weerterrcrs wrrr l st rernalrrrng inf ornral a'd f un, wt l lgenera I I y have a rnore Ioeuser,l "pp.o..h Io- iL...ing andshnrJ,s expertenee ancl "ltiitr. ;r;;k;;;.';.; includeeampirrq or cheap waterslde bunrrrrouse .".on,i,oa"tion, daytr1ps, lrig^t pa<l.le,.u orurnigtrt expeJiai;; carnp, evenlngsl lde slrow, BBQ and' loaAs of taugtrs.l:-- ---'

v l'te a I I I arn. srrre woul cl l itte to know more abotrt our sportwhet'er ir ts dlseussins Cl,. l"a;;r ;i;-oi"i""., rhelnnovative adaption" oi-.sriprurrt in others.boats,reseues, tows, esl<imo rol llng, or planning over.ightexpedl tions ete.
Ib matters *or whetrrer yo* wanb to garn an award r This istrot an atternpt to pursul certifreati;;-'.;; Itittre yourerrJoyment of paddlingr It i; your choice what and how muchyou wish Lo do

I:::":i:::l:_r:.rll"! as sEn KAI^Krsrs !,e deverop
lllii::t:"111: :-E':i"q-"',J"";;;'ii;;'",.'rlliliill,havl ng _a good knowl 

"aq" "i
,,.r v r.!r9 d gooo r(nou, I e<tge of eqtripment , anrl devel onattltudes necessary to fe 

""f"-ri'tt, 
olhcr-o .e r^-i

a sortnd
sl<i I ls,
thesate wit,h others af loaI

t,ooklrrg forward to elrattJ.ng wJ. l:h you ancl enjoying youreotnpally orr t.he watet: sornetlrrre.

Mark Sl-rrjrptorr ACF Snr. Instmctor

CIutr trainlng day
Gunnatna t ta Bay

(



lll{c) SEA PnOFlclENcY Aw^no - KAYAX ONLY

I h0 ,rurpo3o ol lhl! lrsl h to onsuro lhal tho condi(rnlos hnvo 3irlrci.nl
lnowlodoo lrd sllll lo onnbl0 lhcm lo lnlo lhaL koyaht lo soo u(h. i
coillltolonl lonalor.

t h. losl rnrsl tro lrkrl .l soi. un(lor nnrlcrnln coulilkrr3 ,\llowarfo wlll
lxr rrnrln hy lho rrn,ninora il cortrlllknra nro rrrrllt, lII lhn tnyhk rtillr
[{rsl tjn t{{lorrtrr,(l irt tr txnrUxrlor{ [rxrilrr, frtr roilrttrls ol silloty. li{n
lxynh *ill Dnrli0itrnlo. lha losl rlill rnl lto lnlor in n llil colrn

fhe cnndi(lolo! will:

I Prrlohl lhtnrlolvc! lurtobly cquinpod lor lhc le!|.

? P,oronl for lnspoctlon lho lollowhrg ltrrnt. whkh ntrrrt h! bolh sullrblc
nnd !orvlconblo:

a) Xay8k. paddlo ihd rpray covor.

bl Pracllcrl dccllino sy!16m.

c) Po3illvc buoyoncy ln ltyrk
d) Lllc lackol or buoy0ncy vo3t to l.C F. sltndard!.
e) nopair k,l snd slnplo lisl ald tit.
l) Rudder rnd sloorlng goar il liled. ll is r€ommendod thal lhr kryak

b6 lillod wlth ruddor rnd sloorlng goar, bul it h nol rlsontlsl,
g) Wotorproolconttinor/5.
h) Spongo.

3. Pacl walsrprool conlaklor/! wilh lh6 noco3sa.y llrm! lor t dly |il,
ind slow luthom in lhe kf,yal lo, lho duretion ol lh! to!|.

In addllloil lo lhoso llo$s li3tod il 2. nbovo, the lol,owing will bd lncludod:
6) Spars clolhlng
b) Pocked lunch.
c) Em?rgoncy l@d.
dl Malch€s
c) Torch.
,) Compnsr.
g) Frosh wnlo..
h) Emorgo,rcy speco blonkit.

ll 15 lmporlsnl to nole lhill ilomr trrry ho trdded or rltor€d to sult locel
condlllont.

,l Ocnrolttrilo
n) l-iUnchin0 ond ortrbn,ti,{. I hoo poddto at loil3t 50 rrutos otrstpra

l^lo doop watar. I o, woll out ol thoi. dopth.
bl Ellicienl ttrxr(llino loflxrlquo. loruar(lr nnd b.clwirdr.
c ) I I il rlir 

'(l ll rr I nylt Jti0" in tnth (riroc llort lry tr3[rg !w.op slrot ot.
ll lhn lnyxl ir lillul rith tr ilxklnt. whltil nnlkilktg rvohly oI lr(nh
llrh,t. lrtr^ llxt loyol iltlxlrt hl lrutlt rltrn(lknrt. llllt thn6 rlnttrhrg
with thr, ilriltil olly

d) Eororgoncy llopt. krwn,d. nftl bnrtwor(rt.
0) Drnwhrg thc layot tllo*Fy3 ln both dhcctlon!.
ll Silpnort rtroto!.
0) Ptddlr brncd, hhh on(l low. on tott ind rtght !k !r.
lt) Slarn rud(laf

lv(cl AOVANCEO SEA AwAnO - KAYAK ONLY

Tho purpose ol lhis l.,rl 
's 

lo onsurc lhf,l tho succ0s3(tl candi'latos hav6
sulliclonl knowlod0o Irld slill to tako pnrlios on !dvancod sea irurneys
wilh !aloly. Illo cand(lator musl givo 6vi,onco (i.6. bg b(pk), to roti!ly
lht orsmlnor lhnt lh,rl,hnvo tilkon pnrl hr ol lo0sl sir ldvancod trips.
lolrlllng rl lossl 30 hou'!. and hovo hsrirtod tho lio(l!r On al lolsl two
Irip3. Tlrr cnndidnlo nrusl hokl llrB So[ Prolicioncy Awrrd whlch witl bc
produccd nt lho limo ol tho lo!ling Tlro to!t will bc corrductod on lh! !otr,
ln !n idvencod lilunlbn

The crndld.t€ wlll:

l. Prolonl sultnblo rquipfronl lo, lha tcrt. (Rclc, to S.! Prollclcncy).

2. Oomoflslrtto conlrol ln edvsocod sutling lochnlquo!: Lo.. ln lomard!.
sldowrys rnd bsckwards rpproach0r: rolling on brokon wrvot, lsunch.
lng lhrough 3uri !nd coplD0 wlth dunrplng !llurllon!. Tho mndldst!
muil rovoal lhc 6blliry lo handlo l-2 motro sud compotsnlly.

3. Oamonsklta ind lrlr chlroo ol, wlth pa.lncrt:

e) A doep wrter ra3cur:

b) an cskim roll.

l. Oemonstralo gn ollicionl moans ol lowing.

5. Presonl ovidonco ol !n rccradild rosuscllalion tward.

6. Anrwor qu6slions on lho lollowlng, wlth lho 8ld ol r chart whcrc
nocos3ary:

!l nopok! af,d mrinlcnanco.

b) Thc crusos ol lldrt nnd ltdsl llroams, lnd how lo llloi lor lhrm.

c) Thc uro ol ! compist.

5. OcilDn!lrslo:
r) orlrElno thc kryrt llongrld! a l![y d anothrr kryrl.
b) Brkrolng lho tlytk lnlo r baach lcrr.da, jdowayt tnd b6ctwldt

lo tnrtll ru.l.

6 ,ltrloilr cxlraira (trill, lollowod lry a doop wiloi rolcoo wlth pnrhlort.
I !1. chsrgo ol ! .otcu! lnd lhon .ct !r a captlard prticnt.

7. P.ovo th0l lltcy can twinr. Tlton swlm l0O nEtl!t ln camrino ctcthlng
!nd buoyancy !k . Swlm undc. I l!yrl rnd ru.lica on thr othrr rtd!.

8. A^lwrr qulallont m:
r) Procllcll crprrlcnct. Olvlng ll.m rvldcncc ol havlng lihc. parl ln

al lortl 3 onadry rrpcditionr !t rc!.
b! Soloty procrullons lpplylng prrttcuhrly to thr klytt rt ror.
c) Tho grnarrl allctr ol lHa. currnl lnd wlnd,

d) Lfirl .!tcu! tcDlcct.
r) Local wllcrt lnd condlllon!.
l) ElGmcolrry chlrl rrrdlng.

Notar loi Ertmlnrrt:
r) You rrc l@klng lfl ! comp"lcnl,3rla parlormnc! rlthcr lhln a

supcrlrllvo mc. 8! clolr ln yu mhd whrl rhndard lt arpcclcd,

b) Your obJoct lr lo ,lnd ilt whll whll lhr crrdldllr dcr tnd .nd crn
do, rsthor lhsn thc ravarsr. Bc ru.a lo glva tha crndldala furtha,
opporlunlty lo prova hltr ha[rll.

c) Pl.n lha lolt clrrlully brlorahlnd. ellh pt.tlcuhr rclcicncr lo lha
quorliont you wlll itk, Yu mry ttla tha lt!ro ln tha tatl h any ordar,

d) Uso your dlrcrctlon ls dllcrmlnlng wlrra warknat3ln plrl ol lhr ldt
crn bc otlscl by !n olhomlr! good pcdormdnc.. 8UT 0O NOT BE
AFRAIO TO FAIL A CANOIOATE WHO IS NOT UP TO STANOARO.

r) To r!t. !! . qurlllylng crpcdltin th. i[my murt h.s b..n 6 op.n
wrlor. Tha coatUlnc roy ba rknpL, rEl hwayho ar.lsla, tldrl rlcar.
di,ncufi Lodln9r, d opcn cr6tlnC!. Nol m thrn on. trlp rhri b.
catricd oul on rn atlulry. Tha,a mrt hava b.an a nrlnlmum wlod
skongth ol loacr 2. Tha trlp mull hrvr lnrctvad th.6 hou[ plddllng
wllh r lunch br.!k ln whlch lh. crrldalt. w.t aail-turllcl.nl lor lood
rnd drlnl. Al l.rst on. lflmay murl ba m m .nllr.ly dlllarrnt rraa
ol scr lo thr olh!, lwo.

(ll lt rccmmrnd.d lhrt dftkllnr! b. conunum .hne bolh tld.t ol
thc crrll, l$llnod rl raguhr krtrMhr.

d) Scr condltloo3 lnd cll*tr ol wlrd!. p.rtlcul.rly s:(l) lholylng both.
(2) rlps,
(3) lid. r!cc!,
(al l6c thor!,
(5) ovorhtt!.

o) Tha motnr ol oblllnlno. rnd undotrllfdhlg. wcttl[, loracattt.
l) Grou0 bldrrahlp tnd controt.

0l E!luary c!nocl^0. co.3hl tou.hg tnd p,oyl!106r lot rhng vtrbu!
coBl typc3, r.9.. b.rch, ctfi!.

hl Typca ol clmar tnd aqutpmot.
U Gana,rl to! camctng lrcwtcdgo.
l) Ptahulsr horllh ilrtt rltclrtcd wllh ac. caMtng.

,. Plan a tlo cimolno crt rdltbo ol two lo lhro!.tryr durllton, kr dolrlt,rm ,n untrmiiler chtn r.rd lidr irblot. Tha ctndir.lr wil d!trDo3krlc
how to lly oll I courra lo allow ls wndt and,/o. currunl.

8. Bo rblc lo dcmon3trata thc ablnry to p.ddt! . complrt ooulta wlth
artrrnll ralararca lo, a tutrbL parlod ol tlma.

Atr rdvrmd lournay h onc thrl lr uodc,lrkon m Opcn watrr I dofinod
lor so! prollclcncy. and lnvolvlng r mlnlmum ol llvc hou[ olddlno lo.
whlch lha crndid!tc tt tot!lly !rll.!uilcirnt. Al larlt 3 trlps mutt h;lude
an opcn cro3slng whorc lha c!.toabt h cmmlncd to ! mlnkrum dlsllncc
ol lhroo ntutlcal mllcs lrom !hor, lo, r mlnlmum dltt|mr ol onc mllo'r
paddllng. Al l!a3t 3 trlpr mutl hcMo r p.$r9. .bng a nclandho:oni
(o.9., shru clilh) ol !t L!sl $vrn ntutictlmil;r. Rccqdod wlnd rlmcdr
ol lorcc 3-5 wllh rn rvrraga wrvr hatght ol I mcln. Slstcr Uloi mty
ba counlad p(ovUhg tha wlnd rtrod wrt Cia.t., th.n lorca !.
Thc loggrd loumcyr mutl hrva bc.n crnlad out ln lhraa dlltarcnl rar
laaaa.



GurrrrarrnLta Bay to WaLtanpLa and return

Tr€vor farrsll
Rprl llnrvey ntrtl I nrrlvetl eb Cronttlla boat rnmp at.8.r15 am bo flrrd Norrn Eull
arltl llnvld Saxtott btrey loncllrrg tlrelr boats, ehortly af Lerwarda xen McDonald
a rr lved ,

l'le took off at:9.20 am for a full <lays parJ<lle. llea<llng up Gunnamatta Bay
ngalrsL a sorrtherly we made orrr way ouL pasL crorrulln and Eundeena. Normset the pace for the day arrd by eLayirrg belrin<l hln we arl stayed together
f or the rluratlorr of tlre paddle.

Ttrrrrlng soutlr at the errtrarrce Lo Port llaeklng we treaded ouL bet,ween $re
hombora arrcl l:he ell f f s of ,llbbon lteadland. The Lwo metre swell, as vlelr aa
tlre southorly hlowlrrg arlrletl some LhrllIs. Hy sLomaclr waa belllng me to
cottcettbrate wholly orr the paddllrrg Lo overeome Lhe feellrrgg of sea slckrress.
Kert was eorrstarrtly keeplng a check on all paddlers enauring our eafety and
ettJoymerrt.

It took tln ovnr two lrottrs to reaelr t,lbtl.e Marley, wlrere we loohecl foreward
to havlrrg luttelt. l(err ealled trs togettrer Jtrsb outelde the eurf zone 66r as to
explalrr tlre eorreet way to beaclr tlre canoes. nt tlrsL lt loohed lmposelble
we hnd two swells ho eontend wlth, one was cornrng lnt,o Eig Marley and the
otlrnr lrrho Llt.tle Marley. Tlmlng was Lhe erltlcar factor wlth Judglng Hre
rlght tlme between swells Lo paddle lnt,o the beaeh. we atr made i[ to trre
beaelr to enJoy otrr lunelr break and met some people from the Illagarra Canoe(llrrb, I'hey werre parh of a proteab walk bhrough the Royal Natlonal park toItlglrllqlrt the rreed to repalr the coasLal walklng track.

Itfter ltrrrelr we nade our way down to the errtrance of watbamo).la an{ began
our Journey lrome, By thls tlme the souhherly had dled rtghL down.. so all we
Itn<l to eonterrcl wlhh was a large swell behirrd us.
over tlre whole day we rlld rrot pee arrotlrer boat, maybe Hrey had nore senaeor we were JusL more adyerrhurous.

tle nrrlvocl hack at Crontrlla nL 3.30 pm arrrt farewellecl Knn as lre lreadecl offto Atrrlloy wlrlclr wns nnotlter 1.5 lrorrrn pnrldlo rrpBtream. A great day wae lrad
t'y nl l. l{r. gnlttnrl lol n oI oxporlerrec orrrl rnnrry tlrarrkr to Xen for Oiga'lalng
tho trlp. rle provecl to l:e n very compeLerrL arr<l experlenced leader.

CLT]B TRIP C/\LENDAR

Bate Bay(off Cronulla)

FEB. - trAy 1992
TEBRUARY

Sunday 2312192

I'TARCH

Sunday 1 l3/92

- Tralnlng day.

ConLact Ken McDonald s20 5349 (H)

- Palm Beach to Maltland Bay 25km return trlp 8.30 start
Contact, nhtl Chtdgey 809 6605 (H)

(



TRIP CALET\DAR cuIT.

gurrday 15/3/92

surrday 22/3/92

- Norah tlead t,o Terrlgal 20km 8.30 start,
Corrtact Paul llewLh,eon (043) 241 922 (tt)

- Long Reef to Paln Beaclr and return
Cont,acL ehll Clrldgey 809 6605 (H)

- StrcIL llarbour l-o Cerroa
ContaeL Hark Shrlmpton (044) 651 424 (tt)

Jervls
Corrt.ac L

Pai:onga
Contaet

Cronul la
Cont,act,

Bay weekend
Mark Shrlmpton (044) 651 424 (tt)

20km return ( t't16[s1y destirnFicrr) 10.00 6tart
Pet,er Ingleby 363 2069 (H)

15km reLurrr 9.00 et,arL
Perc Carter 523 6157 (tt)

MSB.

'l-he clay a[ter the irtcident occurred I called

details. The next step was to put the details

Waterways Ofiicer wlto has responsibility for the Lane Cove River.

A copy of nry letter follows but rvithout the rnaps which were attached to the original. I
Sope il,nt tl,l letter rvill hetp fellorv nrernbers understand wlty I got so steanred up and it

ntay also be a useful exaurple r.:[ lttlrv ttt put a coltlplaillt in writing.

r #uiltTff?i,,

APRIL

* 4-s/ 4/92

Surrday 12/ A/92

Sunday 26/ 4/92

HAY

* n-24/5/92 Bat,emans Bay weekend
Contact Hark Shrlmpton (044) 651

,WTIEN I'I"S'I'IME'T'O SAY ENOUGH IS ENOUGTT'

' tlecirled tcr rvrite tlris articte alter a close ertcoullter irt October with a Power boat on the

Yale Cove River. I'[is rvas lrrore thatt a case o[ sonreone just casually going past a little
tgo cl6se - rvftich is nerve-wrackilrg enough allyway - and was, in fact deliberate

Irarrassmelt and verbal abuse. A goocl enough reasoll to say "enouglt is enough"l I
tlought club nrentbers nlay also be irtterested ilt the excellent resPonse I got from the

the MSB and gave a Waterways Officer all the

in rvriting, addressed to the particular

I



Mr
MSB
207 Kent Street
SYDNEY 2OOO

Dear Mr

The following is an account of some events which I tlescribed in a telephone call to Ms
October. The events described took place on the [:ne Cove River on Sunday 13 October.

on 14

At 12.30 p.m. I was paddllng a kayak upstream at location A on the atrached map. I was on the right-hand
side of the river, approximately 20 metres from the bank. A power boat passed me on my left skli from

- astern at high speed. The power boat was very close - I would estimate the distance at about two metres,
..-;ut it was hard to judge the distance accurately because by the time I realised what was happening it had

gone Past. My kayak and I were splashed with water i.e. not just fine spray. Some of the occupants of the
power boat were looking back and laughing, so I believe the action was a rleliberate'prank".

At this stage I had only a general impression of an open libreglass power boat with a number of young men
and/or boys on board.

At about 1.00 p.m. I saw this power boat pulled up on the right hand bank at location B on the attached
map. It was stern-on to tlte river, so I paddled close to it so that I muld get its registration number and
some other identification details. Another power boat was anchored rougtrly mid-stream at this location.
Some trees obscured the side of the boat I was watching, hou'ever as the occupants were pushing it back info
the water I waited until I could read tlte registration. I was about 10 metres.ilway.

'Ilre sklpper calletl <lut the [ollowlrrg to nre:

"Wlrat's your problern? F----- off your silly oltl c----- or I'll f---lng ram you."

I dld not reply, making a mental note o[ the registration number and then continuing upstream. The power
troat drlver did not carry out his threat and turned his boat downstream l.e. away lrom me.

I would describe the boat as follows:

F.eglstration : .

Approxirnately 15-18 feet long, fibreglass, clinker hull.

Blue hull with white trim. The registration number is white, and the name
like that) in white cursive script astern of the registration number.

(or something

There rvere about six or seven occupants who i think were all male in their late teens or early twenties. The
skipper was slim with short dark hair.

I rvoultl tre pleased to asslst you ln any way with your follow-up to this incident. I may be contacted at home
on 876 2494 aruJ atso tlurlttg office hours care of 251 5622.

Yours sincerely

NORMAN BULL
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A couple of days alter hand delivering the letter, I called the Waterways Olficer as I had
been tolcl lte would be in the office then. I was inrpressed with his interest in the case.
Wlrelt I lelepholtetl he already had on hand tlre details of the owner of the boat and was
nble to lell nte llte orvtter ltas n sorr irr the riglrt nge group, with a speedboat licence.

Callitrg ltitrt into the MSI] o[fice for n persr:nal irrterview would probably not be productive
as I ltarl lto wilttesses attd it rvould be a case o[ "lrry word against several o[ theiri,'.
Instead, tlte Watenvays Officer explained, the practical course of action was for him to
watclt tlte activities of the particular power boat, knowing that another infringenrent o[
salety rttles rvas iltevilable. He promised to contact rne with some feedback as soon as
sourething lrapperred.

T'ltree rveeks later lte called me tvith the news that he had found the person who had
Itarnssed itte, exeeeclittg the speed linrit in Darlilrg I{arbour r'.'ir.h an e;:pircd llcence. So,
althouglr tltat person rvill never know wlry he was getting special atteniion, the fine he
received tllay al least encourage ltim lo slow dowrr and be more careful in future.

'l'he support I received from tlte MSB encourages nly belief that kayatc padcllers do not
need to put ttp with darrgerous behaviour from power boat drivers.-lt siems that the MSB
will do lvhatever it cart to ltelp wlten told about a safety incictent. I would encourage all
cJtrb tnentbers to report any such irtciclents in the interests of safer boating for ererlone.
Kayaks are sntall and sometinres difficult to see, but that does not excuse-ignoranci and
irresponsibility on the part of other people

ry
1. Do your hest to avoid collisiotts. Follorv tlre rules - this includes keeping to the right

rrf llte chanrtel altd trsirtg llte correct lights at rright. Safety depends on ill of ut
doirrg the riglrt rhirrg.

2. Don't think you have to prrt up rvith <langerous and anti-social behaviour. Consider
carrying a Chinagraph pencil rvhere you can reach it, so that you can write down a
regislrntiott ttttltther^alttl boat descrigrtiorr r:n the deck otyouikayak. Hopefully you
rvorr't lreed to use itl

3.

4.

lf you are still rnad rvhen you get lrome after someone has nearly run you down, call
the MSB as soon as possible and follorv up in r.,,riting. Get the names-af the people
you speak to at the MSB.

when you get tlre kind of results I rlitJ, write a thank you note to the person
concerned (or better still - a letter of praise lo ttis or her bossl)

Thank you all contributorrs.
The newsletter is only as informative as you make
hesitate to send any snippet,photograph or account
your experiences, paddling ( or failing to paddle ) .

Graham Mundy( Ed. )
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